Attendance Policy: Students are solely responsible for managing their enrollment status in a class; nonattendance does not constitute a withdrawal. In other words, if one wishes to withdraw, one must fill out the proper paperwork by Wednesday, October 5 th . The participation portion of the final grade (15%) will be determined primarily through a daily sign-in sheet (0.5% per class meeting). Each student is responsible for signing in for each class meeting. If one is late and arrives after the sign-in sheet has been returned to me, be sure to sign in immediately after class.
Absences for valid reasons will always be accommodated (i.e., no effect on the final grade) so long as communication is kept open. This means either contacting me about the absence before the class period for which one will be absent or contacting me as soon as possible following an emergency or otherwise unforeseeable absence. Appropriate documentation may be required. Missed assignments must be completed within two (2) school days of returning to campus unless explicit written permission for an extension is granted.
Because this class is designed around interactive lectures and group discussions, consistent attendance is paramount. More than five (5) unexcused absences will result in a 0% for participation for the semester.
Electronic Devices Policy: All electronic devices must be silenced or turned off during class, with the following exceptions: (1) electronic devices required due to disability or another similarly significant situation (please clear these with me at the beginning of the semester); (2) laptops and tablets used for only taking notes.
Laptops and tablets used for note-taking are a privilege. If one opts to use a laptop or tablet for note-taking, the following activities are strictly prohibited: internet browsing, video and audio streaming, messaging, social media curating, reading or writing for other classes, reading or writing for this class, etcetera. Your facial expressions and your body language change noticeably when engaging in these activities instead of listening and taking notes. We'll all notice. Violation of this policy will result in a loss of participation points for the class period. Repeated violations will result in the loss of electronic device privileges for the remainder of the semester.
No electronic devices of any sort are permitted during quizzes.
Course Assessments/Assignments:
Participation: Class participation is essential to this course (15% of the final grade; 0.5% per class meeting). In addition to the attendance and electronic device policies above, one must actively engage in class lectures and discussions. Two recognized forms of participation are oral participation and active listening. Oral participation involves engaging one's classmates respectfully and thoughtfully in community inquiries and small group exercises. Active listening involves respectfully and thoughtfully attending to comments and suggestions from one's classmates during community inquiries and small group exercises.
Pop Quizzes: Unannounced quizzes will be given at the beginning of class once during each of our six major modules (Modules 1-6) . Each quiz will test for reading comprehension for the assignments due so far in that module. Each quiz is worth 5% of the final grade, totaling 30% of the final grade.
Argument Repair Papers: An argument repair paper will be due electronically through the D2L Dropbox feature by 11:59 pm the Saturday after each module (see class schedule below). Students will choose two (2) philosophers to write argument repair papers for, one from the first three (Plato, Aristotle, Confucius) and another from the second three (Hume, Kant, Mill). The papers should be two (2) pages maximum, double-spaced, 12-pt font, and in Times New Roman. These papers should demonstrate engagement with the philosophical text studied in that module (i.e., provide textual support for claims). This engagement should balance summarizing the philosopher's argument(s) with a critical though charitable reconstruction of the argument to address any perceived deficiencies (see rubric online). These two (2) papers will be worth 15% each for a total of 30% of the final grade.
Final Paper -Written Submission: A final paper is due electronically through the D2L Dropbox feature by the end of the scheduled final exam meeting (see schedule below). The final paper should be seven (7) pages maximum, double-spaced, 12-pt font, in Times New Roman, and engage at least two (2) of this semester's philosophical texts. These papers can build from the argument repair papers, but students should not limit themselves to these papers if a new topic or issue has motivated them enough to start a final paper from scratch. If argument repair papers are used to build the final paper, all comments on the argument repair paper should be addressed in the final paper. Moreover, prose should be incorporated seamlessly into the final paper. The aim of this assignment is to engage these philosophers fairly and critically in order to develop the student's own philosophical voice (see rubric online). The final paper (written submission) is worth 20% of the final grade.
Final Paper -Oral Presentation: In the final three class meetings, students will provide 5 minute presentations on their final papers. These presentations should provide a brief outline of the relevant philosophical positions from our readings before critically engaging these positions to establish the student's own philosophical voice. A short Q&A will follow each presentation. Revision of the final paper in response to these questions is expected prior to final written submission. The oral presentation is worth 5% of the final grade.
Makeup Quizzes and Late Assignments:
Pop quizzes cannot be made up unless the absence or tardiness is excused for a valid reason. Unexcused absences and unexcused tardiness will result in a 0% for that missed quiz.
Argument repair papers will lose 10% for each 24-hour period after the deadline. Short extensions may be granted at the instructor's discretion provided that the student has communicated a valid reason for the extension at least 24 hours prior to the deadline. Medical emergencies and inclement weather will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.
See Attendance Policy (above) for further information on making up quizzes and late assignments.
Note: Argument repair papers will be assessed as "on time" or "late" based on the electronic time stamp. Papers submitted late due to programs crashing, internet cutting out, unexpected computer updates, forgotten submission confirmations, and so on, will not be excused. Submit early and enjoy your Saturday evenings.
Grading:
Grade Calculations An "I" Grade: Indicates an incomplete grade for the course, and will be awarded only when the student has done satisfactory work up to the last two weeks of the semester, but for nonacademic reasons beyond his/her control is unable to meet the full requirements of the course. Incomplete grades are only valid after submission of the Incomplete Grade form (signed by both the instructor and student) to the Department Chair's office.
